[Start from 03:30 mins of the video recording]

MOTHER:  Parker (ph) honey now is not the time.  You need to come in and we can talk about this okay?  The kids told me that you want to live with him.
CHILD:  Yes ma’am.

MOTHER:  Okay, we’ll talk about it inside.

STEP-FATHER:  You have a camera really?

CHILD:  I don’t want to get out.

MOTHER:  Do what now?

CHILD:  I don’t want to get out.

MOTHER:  I’m sorry.

CHILD:  I don’t want to get out.

MOTHER:  I’m sorry the -- you’re a child and you don’t get to make all the decisions, but you need to get out now honey.  It’s time to come home okay.

STEP-FATHER:  What’s the camera for?

MOTHER:  Oh, don’t worry about it.

STEP-FATHER:  Hmm.

MOTHER:  You need to come on.

CHILD:  I don’t want to get out mom.

MOTHER:  I’m sorry.

CHILD:  I don’t want to get out.

MOTHER:  I understand, but it’s no longer visitation with your father and it’s time to come home okay?  All right we can talk about this.  I’ll listen to what you have to say, but there is no way, there is no way that you can just roll up and everything is fine and you can just roll up and say oh, I’m not going to get out of the truck and this mamma is not going to say oh, okay bye kid, bye kid that I’ve raised for 14 years, see you later.  I’m just not that way.  I love you and you obviously have done a lot of talking this weekend.  That’s fine, maybe there is some stuff that I need to know, but I’m not letting you just drive off.  That’s not going to happen.  I love you too much and we’re too close and this is not the right way to do it.  This is kind of an underhanded, in my opinion, disrespectful kind of a way to do it to just oh, by the way hey I’m out of here.  And that’s not your fault I am almost certain that you were told that this was going to be an okay way to do it and it’s just not, this is just not very appropriate.  So you need to get out of the car.

CHILD:  How do you want to do it?

MOTHER:  Huh?

CHILD:  How do you want to do it?

MOTHER:  Well maybe you and I should come in and talk about what’s going on with you that’s causing you to feel this way.  Maybe we need to talk to the youth pastors like what we were talking about last week maybe if there is something going on I can help.  All right, you need to get out of the car all right?  Come on.

CHILD:  I don’t want to get out.

MOTHER:  Get out, hey.  You need to get out of the car and come home.

CHILD:  I don’t want to get out of the car.

MOTHER:  Huh?

CHILD:  I don’t want to get out of the car.

MOTHER:  Okay, sweetheart I hate to say this, but you’re being real ugly right now.  This is being super-duper disrespectful and you need to come home now.  And if I have to call a police officer to come help me I would hate to have to do that, but I sure enough will.

CHILD:  Call him.

MOTHER:  Huh?

CHILD:  Call him.

MOTHER:  Okay, Caleb (ph) is going to get into some trouble because he knows that he has to return you at 2:00 and I don’t think that you’re being a very good role model right now at all, sitting there flossing your teeth while this is a major thing that you’re encouraging him to do.  You don’t --
FATHER:  I can’t force him to get out of my car.

MOTHER:  Yes, you can.  You’re his father. 

FATHER:  I --
MOTHER:  He is a minor.  You can say you have to get out, we have to do this in the appropriate manner.  You can, you can model responsibility, you can choose to do that.

FATHER:  I’m not going to force him to get out.

MOTHER:  That’s fine.  Let’s go Parker.  Parker.
CHILD:  Yes ma’am.

MOTHER:  Let’s go, it’s time to go in and talk.  This is not the way to go about this.

CHILD:  What is the way then?

MOTHER:  I already told you to come in and tell me what your concerns are, to come in and talk to me.

CHILD:  Can I tell you my concerns right here?

MOTHER:  If you want to be -- no because it’s time to go in.  I told you guys last week that we have things to do Sunday.

CHILD:  What do we have to do?

MOTHER:  Well for one thing we’re going to Nonny’s (ph) for like a barbeque.  Another thing we’re going swimming.  We had like family fun plans.

CHILD:  I don’t want to go swimming.  

MOTHER:  Uh-oh sister, smile for the camera.  Hon, do you have your phone on you?

STEP-FATHER:  Um-hmm.

MOTHER:  Do you have the non-emergency number for the police?

STEP-FATHER:  They’ll direct me to it.

MOTHER:  Okay.  Where’s that brother, see that brother, hi.

CHILD:  Hi, hi.

MOTHER:  Daddy is going to call the cops.  You need to get out you need to do the right thing.  Do you feel -- do you know how we talk about you feel in your heart if this is the right thing to do or not.  Do you think that this is the appropriate way to do this?

CHILD:  Yes.

MOTHER:  You do really?  You wouldn’t do this to him.

CHILD:  Yes I would.

MOTHER:  You wouldn’t just at the time that he was supposed to pick you up say I don’t want to go.  You’ve asked to not go before and I have --
CHILD:  I have never not asked to go.

MOTHER:  -- yes you have sweetheart.  You’ve been doing this for a lot of years, maybe you’ve forgotten some stuff.  But that is just not allowed, you can’t just not show up.  We have never done that.
CHILD:  I did show up --
MOTHER:  Because that is not the right thing to do.

CHILD:  Well what is the right thing to do?

MOTHER:  You tell me.  I can’t see you through this dust could you please roll this down a little bit?  The window.  You tell me what do you think the right thing to do is?

CHILD:  I don’t know.

MOTHER:  Do you think the right thing to do is to just tell your siblings goodbye?  Do you think that --
CHILD:  What do you mean tell them goodbye?

MOTHER:  That you’re not going to live with them anymore.

CHILD:  I’ll still be able to see them, but --
MOTHER:  When?

CHILD:  Every time I come over.

MOTHER:  On visit?  But you won’t see Mallory (ph) because Mallory doesn’t go on Caleb visits.

CHILD:  I can face time him or whatever.

MOTHER:  You can -- do you think face timing is the same?

CHILD:  Yes.

MOTHER:  Do you think that the same relationship you would have with Caleb if all you did was face time him?  No that’s not the way life works, it isn’t on the computer.  I know you love Caleb and it’s real easy to be real angry with me and Jason (ph) right now because you’re 14 and sometimes it’s real easy to be angry with everything whenever you’re 14.  But real life is going to happen no matter where you go.  You’re going to have to get your laundry done.  No matter where you go you’re going to have to do your homework.

CHILD:  I know.

MOTHER:  It’s -- no you don’t get a real life depiction of that over at Caleb’s honey because you don’t have to do anything over there.  

CHILD:  But we don’t fight.

MOTHER:  Well honey maybe it’s because you don’t have real life over there.  

CHILD:  Okay, well then give it 2 weeks.

MOTHER:  No I’m not going to.  You are my child and I will not give you over to somebody that there are adult issues that are not anything that you need to be concerned with right now, but if I thought for a second that that was an appropriate place for you to live if I thought for a second that it was an appropriate place at this point just for you to go on and visit.  I don’t think that an industrial engine business is a good place for a child.

FATHER:  Is military school a better place for him to go?

MOTHER:  He’s not going to military school.

FATHER:  Okay, well I’m glad to hear that.

MOTHER:  Nobody ever said he was going to military school.

CHILD:  You guys sat in the yard and had me look at some.

MOTHER:  No we never did.
CHILD:  Yes you did you sat there right --
CROSSTALK

MOTHER:  The other day you and I were laughing and I said oh, my gosh boy you’re driving me crazy.  I know why people go to military school.

CHILD:  After we got done.

MOTHER:  No, it was a joke Parker.

CHILD:  Well I wasn’t hearing it like that.

MOTHER:  Just like whenever you joke, come up to hit me.  I would never send you off.  You are my child, you are my firstborn, you’re my heart walking around outside my body.

STEP-FATHER:  Okay.

MOTHER:  Are they on their way?  I would never ship you off.  I sent you to summer camp one time and that was hard.
CHILD:  [0:11:53]

MOTHER:  He’s not -- he is not -- we have not standard orders.  He needs to -- it doesn’t matter, we need a patrol car.  We need help.

FATHER:  Well he is free to go.

MOTHER:  He is not.  He is a minor and --
FATHER:  No he is free to go, exit the car whenever he wants to.

MOTHER:  And he’s going to.

FATHER:  He’s not being restrained by me.  I’m just filming, that’s all I’m doing.

MOTHER:  I know, that’s all you’re doing is filming.  I know, I know your game, that’s all you’re doing.  Are you high right now Caleb or are you drunk?  Which one is it?  Will you take --
FATHER:  Neither one.

MOTHER:  -Will you take a drug test for me?  Will you -- will you reinstate drug testing?
FATHER:  I’m not taking a drug test for anybody.

MOTHER:  Well why not?  If you’re -- if you’re not under the influence of anything.  Your big now -- thing now is weed is legal and, you know, it’s God’s plant.

FATHER:  How do you know?

MOTHER:  Because you’re on Facebook screaming about how I need to, you know, all these horrible things.  We have mutual --
FATHER:  How you need to what?

MOTHER:  We have all these mutual friends that --
FATHER:  I never mention, you believe it or not, I don’t.

MOTHER:  Yeah, well okay.

FATHER:  Believe it or not, I don’t.

MOTHER:  Well I -- I’ve been to the second grade and I can use my context clues, but I will tell you right now that I don’t think that you’re an appropriate influence at all.

FATHER:  Okay.

MOTHER:  And, you know, before this I was going to talk to you about summer because there are some things that we need to work on as far as co-parenting.  But clearly -- excuse me, say excuse me, excuse me I’m a movie star.  Clearly --
STEP-FATHER:  [0:13:17].

MOTHER:  What?  There needs to be somebody already on the way.

STEP-FATHER:  Yes I know.

MOTHER:  Are they already on the way?

MOTHER:  ((Sigh))  I think this is a major decision.  I think -- I know he can’t get you because he’s in Caleb’s car.  I think this is a major decision and I think -- and I understand being confused and I understand not liking your parents when you’re 14.  Caleb does too.  We both understand that.  But family is family and we’re set up the way we’re set up for a reason.

CHILD:  For what reason?

MOTHER:  And I’m not -- I don’t want her to get sunburned.  That -- are they on their way or --?

STEP-FATHER:  Yeah they’re on their way.  This is completely the wrong way to do this.

MOTHER:  This -- this is -- this really is.  This is not okay.  I’m asking you to come into the house and talk to me about what is going on with you.  If you honestly thought that you were going to military school, really, I honestly don’t think whenever you’re playing the punch-punch game with me I honestly don’t think you’re going to hit me.  Maybe I’ve teased too hard with you, maybe we’re -- our fun joking family, you’re internalizing some of that.  I’m willing to work with you on that, but I am not letting you drive off in a car with a man that I don’t see as the very best influence on you. 
STEP-FATHER:  I’m going to hand her off inside, so she can--
MOTHER:  And I know that you love him and I have always said, haven’t I always said, it’s okay to love Caleb.

CHILD:  Yes.

MOTHER:  But he does some things that are not some of the things that we want to model.

CHILD:  What does he do?

MOTHER:  Well he just does some things that I don’t particularly agree with just like I’m sure I do some things that he doesn’t particularly agree with.

CHILD:  But what does he do?

MOTHER:  Those are -- that’s some of the things -- baby you are 14.  I know that you’re big, but you are still a child.  But some of the things that -- you just can’t -- some things you just don’t need to be involved in.  Not now, maybe not ever.  I’m not going to reach into the car and snatch you bald headed or anything like that because I firmly believe that Caleb would shoot me.

FATHER:  I’m unarmed.

MOTHER:  I firmly believe that he would shoot me.  But as your mamma right now I am telling you, you need to get your little bottom out of this car and you need to come in -- well first I just want to hug you because I can see that you’re hurting.  I don’t even know what’s going on with you, but you’re fine when you leave and when you come back from Caleb’s you’ve got turmoil every single time.  Something is going on over there.  There is conversations that are going on over there that are feeding this negativity and it’s not okay.  You’re a happy kid.  You need to get out of the car and you need to come in.  I’m going to go get my orders.  Will you get the orders out of the -- I’m going to get the orders.  The cops are going to enforce them.

CHILD:  Okay.

MOTHER:  Huh?

CHILD:  Okay.

MOTHER:  How many times have I told you I will never give up on you?  How many times have I told you that you are worth everything?  Did you really think that I was going to say okay let me go get your toothbrush?  Hey.
CHILD:  Huh?

MOTHER:  I love you.

CHILD:  I love you too.

MOTHER:  And I don’t know what’s going on, but I want a chance to work on it with you.  

CHILD:  You’ve had a chance mom.

MOTHER:  Oh, I have?  Hmm.  If it’s bad enough that you don’t want to come home, it’s pretty bad.  I mean people run away for like humungous things.

CHILD:  Yes I know.

MOTHER:  What are you -- what -- do you think this is normal babe?

CHILD:  No.

MOTHER:  Look at that.

CHILD:  What?

MOTHER:  Look at that the filming and the -- do you think that this is a -- that this is -- I’m sorry, you’re a child, but I have to say do you think that is being a good parent baby?  Do you think that’s somebody that needs to be in complete control of decisions regarding you?

CHILD:  I don’t think anyone needs to be in complete control.  That’s why there is two.

MOTHER:  That’s a good point.  When people -- when people walk away from their ability to make decisions about their children, though, there is something that we can’t -- we can’t make people be involved.  We can’t make people do the right thing.

CHILD:  What are you referring to?

MOTHER:  Well, there is a lot of things that Caleb has checked out on by his own choosing.  

CHILD:  As in what?

MOTHER:  You name it baby and that’s okay.  He does his thing, we do ours, we raise you guys and you all go and have fun Disneyland times with him.  That’s how it’s been.  But somebody has got to tell you to eat your brussel sprouts, put your rubber bands on and wash your blues and grays on Friday night.
CHILD:  I do that anyways.

MOTHER:  No baby.

CHILD:  Yes.

MOTHER:  No.  Are you going to wait for the cops to come for you to get out of the car?  

CHILD:  Yes, how many are coming?

MOTHER:  I don’t know.

CHILD:  Do you know how many cops are coming?

STEP-FATHER:  Yes.

MOTHER:  They usually send two or three cars.  This is making him real happy.  This is his favorite thing to do, to stir up trouble.  And you know what?  That’s not really what we’re about as a family.  We are not a troublemaking family.

CHILD:  I know, it wasn’t his choice, it was mine.

MOTHER:  Um-hmm.  You know, I think sometimes kids can be encouraged to do things that they wouldn’t ordinarily do.  You’re the most calm, quiet kid I’ve ever met.  You and Hayden (ph).

FATHER:  So there is no reason to send him to anger management classes then?

MOTHER:  This is not between you and I.  You have checked out completely.  You’re flossing your teeth and this is -- this is not -- no, no, we may need to go to some anger management counseling because you said you get so mad.

CHILD:  Yes.

MOTHER:  That wasn’t -- that wasn’t a bad thing.  That was a how can we help you process your emotions thing.  It’s hard to learn how to handle emotions.  Lots of grownups can’t do it.  Impulse control, like right now, oh I want to do this right now.  Impulse control is a real hard thing for lots of grownups to learn.  This should not have been handled in this fashion.  But somebody decided hey let’s do it.  I don’t know if it was you, I don’t know if it was Caleb, but it was on an impulse.

CHILD:  It was me.

MOTHER:  It was not an oh, let’s pull this trigger now and this is not well thought out.  This is not a mamma I need to talk to you, take me to Starbucks.  Everybody -- everybody loves you in that house.  Your dad and I love you.  I have no doubt in my mind that Caleb loves you to the best of his ability.  But it is very different to father a child and to parent a child.  Those are two separate things.  Can you tell me what time it is?  

CHILD:  1:23.

MOTHER:  2:23.

CHILD:  2:23.

MOTHER:  Every minute that you stay in this car that he doesn’t make you get out is like not good.

FATHER:  He’s free to get out anytime he wants to and he knows it.

MOTHER:  Yeah well being free to get out and being a parent and saying no son, you need to get out, it’s time to go home, we’ll handle this.  I’ll contact your mother and we’ll talk about this.  We need to have a family meeting.  As opposed to just oh, by the way, he doesn’t want to get out.  You know this is wrong.  You weren’t raised to be like this.

FATHER:  He -- he --
MOTHER:  You weren’t raised trash like this Caleb Leverett (ph).  Your mother would be ashamed.

FATHER:  He has expressed to me he wants to live with me and therefore --
MOTHER:  That’s fine.

FATHER:  -- I’m going to help my son.

MOTHER:  He has expressed to me that he loves you many, many times, but he has also --
FATHER:  I’m just telling you what I was told.

MOTHER:  -- expressed to me that you have encouraged him to do this and I don’t for a second think that this is all my son’s doing and I hate -- that he is in the middle of it.

FATHER:  Well Parker
MOTHER:  -- that he is in the middle of it. 
FATHER:  Well I hate it that he’s in the middle of it too.  

MOTHER:  It’s horrible.

FATHER:  I don’t -- I don’t -- I don’t get a thrill in doing this either.

MOTHER:  You’re getting something out of it.

FATHER:  I’m just trying to help my son.  I’m trying to help my son.  I don’t know what else to do.

MOTHER:  You’re not either.  You’re not even focused.  You’re picking lint off of your thing.  You’re just holding that up just so you can have proof for court or whatever you think is going to happen.  Maybe you just want to go to court.  Is this your way of --?
FATHER:  No, I would rather just do everything voluntarily without the courts.

MOTHER:  Well so why don’t you voluntarily pay your child support and do your health insurance?  That would be great.  

FATHER:  I do.

MOTHER:  Why don’t you voluntarily parent?

FATHER:  I do voluntarily parent.
MOTHER:  You do?  
FATHER:  Yes.

MOTHER:  Oh, okay.  You know, I’m sorry Parker.  I shouldn’t have even said that in front of you. (Sigh)  Will you get out so we don’t have cops all over the stinking road?
CHILD:  No.

MOTHER:  You’re gonna -- you’re gonna to have the cops?  Really?  You don’t know.  This is a humungous temper tantrum.  You need to get out of the car and come home.  This is ridiculous.  (Sigh)  Will you call Marissa (ph) and have her come across and watch the kids?  I don’t want them in there by themselves.  Hmm.  Why are we just waiting on the police officers?  Why don’t you just do the right thing and get out of the car?

CHILD:  How is that the right thing?

MOTHER:  Because that’s -- this is your home.  This is where you live, this is where you’re being raised with your siblings.  This is where your dogs are, that’s where your backpack is for crying out loud.  I’m not going to bring you your stuff.  All your whole life is in there.  This is not the way to do it.  And do you think that you’re really building relationships?  You know how we talked about family is forever?

CHILD:  Yes.

MOTHER:  Do you really think that this is going to build a long-standing good relationship with you, me, daddy, the brothers and the sisters?  Do you think this is the way?

CHILD:  Yes.

MOTHER:  It’s not.  Nobody just does this.  The only person that I’ve ever known that has ever done this is Caleb Leverett.  I’m done, I’m tired of doing domestic and he would take off.  That’s how I know that this is not coming from you because your heart --
CHILD:  Why do you want me here so bad?

MOTHER:  -- because your heart -- because I love you, because you’re my child, because I had you to raise.  I didn’t have you until it got hard Parker.  Look at me in the face.  I never once had a baby and I said I’m going to do this until he starts driving me nuts.  I’m going to do this until his grades drop.  I’m going to do this until it gets inconvenient.  This is forever.  I have never left you and you have never left me.  You got something tough, we’ll handle it, but you got to let me in.  You got to let me know what’s tough.  You --
CHILD:  Are they almost here?

MOTHER:  I don’t know.  They’ll be here when they get here.  It’s a non-emergency.  Is it going to be a relief when they get here and say this is the order you need to -- you need to abide by it?  Is that going to be a relief to where the choice is made for you baby?  Because if you feel like you have to stay in the truck to prove that you love Caleb or if you feel like you have to get out to prove that you love me, that is horse crap.  That guy knows that you love him.  He knows it.  Daddy and I know that you love us.  This is not about picking sides.  You’re coming home one way or the other.  Oh my gosh.  I can’t believe you did this on today of all days.

CHILD:  It’s going to be hard either way.

MOTHER:  Well it’s not going to happen baby.

CHILD:  It could.

MOTHER:  No it couldn’t.

CHILD:  Why?

MOTHER:  Because I’ll fight for you because I love you, because --
CHILD:  I’ll fight right back.

MOTHER:  -- you’re my baby.  Huh?

CHILD:  I’ll fight right back.

MOTHER:  That’s fine.  We’ll get you an attorney.  It’s called a Guardian ad Litem.

CHILD:  I already got one.

MOTHER:  I guess you probably know now that -- well I’ll deal with you later.

FATHER:  Who me?

MOTHER:  Yeah you.  Why are you doing this?  Why are you encouraging this? 

FATHER:  Because I will always help my son.

MOTHER:  Always help your son do what?

FATHER:  He’s expressed to me that he does not want to live with you anymore and he does not want to go back to your house and I’m simply -- I’m not just going to abandon him.
MOTHER:  That sounds great.  Let’s do that on a random Sunday afternoon.

FATHER:  They always come back on random Sunday afternoons.

MOTHER:  Let’s not call and say hey we’ve got an issue.  Let’s not say okay you need to go home, but we’ll meet up and we’ll talk about this.  

CHILD:  Where would we --
MOTHER:  Let’s not do this in a mature adult manner and let’s just spring this on somebody.  Did they say they were on their way?

STEP-FATHER:  They did.

MOTHER:  They did.

STEP-FATHER:  It takes forever.

MOTHER:  No it doesn’t.  It shouldn’t take this long.  Do you got my orders?

STEP-FATHER:  Yeah.

CHILD:  What do the court orders say?

MOTHER:  That you have to be home on the fourth Sunday at 2 o’clock pm.  He’s -- Caleb is -- if we go to court Caleb is probably going to get in trouble for this, but I guess he doesn’t care, he doesn’t -- that’s his decision.  

FATHER:  I would much rather solve all issues outside of the court.

MOTHER:  Oh, well --
FATHER:  I’ve made that very clear many times.

STEP-FATHER:  We’ve tried that before it doesn’t work.

MOTHER:  We’ve tried working with you.  If you have issues that you want to solve, then you need to contact us.  Not at 11:30 at night in a text message when you’re drunk.

CHILD:  He wasn’t drunk.

MOTHER:  You don’t know baby.

CHILD:  He had two beers.

MOTHER:  Baby this is -- I shouldn’t even be talking about it over you.  I shouldn’t even be talking about it.  It’s very hard not to though.  And you’re just old enough, you’re just old enough to understand just the tinniest iceberg of this whole mountain of mess.  Divorce is hard, nobody said it’s not.  But (sigh) there’s just things that you just can’t involve your kids in.  It’s just the way it is.

CHILD:  I’m involved anyway.

MOTHER:  Honey, yeah you’re involved in a lot of ways, but you’re not involved --
STEP-FATHER:  Do you remember when I said there is a lot of other things that go into this?

MOTHER:  -- with all the little bitty things that have happened because you don’t need to know that.  

CHILD:  Why?

MOTHER:  You don’t need -- because the ins and outs of what happened between me and your father and the ins and outs of what happened between me and your father and Samantha (ph), that’s adult information.

CHILD:  And [0:30:34].

MOTHER:  Huh?  Do what?  What?

CHILD:  Stop.

MOTHER:  No.  You’re my baby and I’m going to touch you.

CHILD:  No get off.

MOTHER:  I’m just touching you.

CHILD:  Yeah I know, get off.

MOTHER:  Why?  What happened?

CHILD:  Because I’m tired of fighting with you.

MOTHER:  I’m not fighting with you.

CHILD:  Yes we’re always fighting.  Every freaking day after school we’re always fighting.  Him too.  I’m tired of fighting.

MOTHER:  You’re not going to yell at me.

CHILD:  You always yell at me.

MOTHER:  No I don’t.

CHILD:  Yes you do.

MOTHER:  No I don’t.

CHILD:  Go ask the little kids.

MOTHER:  We have talked about this.  

CHILD:  No we haven’t.

MOTHER:  We talked about it before you left.

CHILD:  He’s always walking off.

MOTHER:  We talked about it before you left.

CHILD:  No we didn’t.

MOTHER:  And everything was fine and you hugged me and kissed me.

CHILD:  You said to not call for extra time on Monday because it was Memorial Day.

MOTHER:  No that’s not why.  I said because we have plans.

CHILD:  Okay well still either way you wouldn’t have let us come over because it’s a holiday.

MOTHER:  What are you talking about?  Come over where?

CHILD:  Stay, that’s what I meant.

MOTHER:  No I don’t want you to stay extra time with him.  We have a set -- we -- this is how Caleb and I have it set up.  There are orders and like whenever there is a funeral in his family or whatever or there is something going on, we try to work together for big things, kid things.  But if he wants extra time, he needs to go back and he needs to ask the court and sign up for extra time.  That’s the way to do things.  That’s the right way to do things.

CHILD:  Well then let’s go to court.

MOTHER:  Well that’s not your decision.  That’s not your decision.

CHILD:  So it’s my --
MOTHER:  Yes it sucks.

CHILD:  And it shouldn’t.  It shouldn’t be this freaking hard.

MOTHER:  No it shouldn’t.

CHILD:  Then why are y’all making it?

MOTHER:  I’m not making it hard.

CHILD:  Okay then what are you doing?

MOTHER:  Standing my ground for my child.

CHILD:  So you want me here, but we fight all the time and you’re always --
MOTHER:  If you think that we fight all the time, then we have some work to do.

CHILD:  Yes we do, we obviously do.

MOTHER:  Because we’re laughing all the time.

CHILD:  No we’re actually not.

MOTHER:  Well everything is happy until you guys come back from Caleb’s and then --
CHILD:  No it is not.

MOTHER:  -- and then I hear about how bad we are over here and so I, you know, I’m not a detective, but I can probably put two and two together that there’s quite a lot of time -- can you call that non-emergency number again?.

CHILD:  Yes please.

STEP-FATHER:  What would you do if mom and Caleb were still married and you were still fighting?

MOTHER:  Yeah?

STEP-FATHER:  Where would you go then?

MOTHER:  What would you do?

CHILD:  Nowhere.  I’d be stuck and it would suck even worse.

STEP-FATHER:  You realize that this decision separates you from your brothers and your sister?

CHILD:  Yes.

STEP-FATHER:  Okay, that’s a pretty harsh decision.

MOTHER:  That’s pretty interesting.

CHILD:  Yes and I know and it shouldn’t have to be that harsh.  Thank you for pointing out the obvious.  Not trying to be rude.

MOTHER:  You don’t need to be disrespectful.

STEP-FATHER:  Yes you are.
MOTHER:  You are, you are being rude and you are trying to be rude because you’re being encouraged to be.

CHILD:  Okay.

MOTHER:  And we’re not stupid and we get it and we forgive you for it.  You need to get your bottom out of the truck --
CHILD:  I’m not getting out of the truck.

MOTHER:  -- well you are.

CHILD:  I’m talking to you right now.

MOTHER:  I need help getting my kid.  Here let me talk to him.  Here.  Hello, hi my ex-husband will not release my child to me and he is encouraging him to stay in the truck.  Could you please get somebody out here to help me get my child?  He was due at 2:00 and they’re just sitting in the truck and he’s film -- oh no, okay.  Okay well I just -- I don’t want thing to escalate and um I’ve got my four other children across the street at a neighbor’s house and just need a little bit of help.  Is there -- I understand.  Is there a -- is there something that I can -- is there something that I can do once the office gets here?  Are there charges that I can press or -- right, right.  Uh-huh.  Yeah, okay, okay, okay so we’ll go ahead and we’ll go that way then.  All right, well thank you so much.  All right, bye-bye.

CHILD:  What did they say?

MOTHER:  Well he said they’re working on it.  They said that they’ve got a couple of units that are working towards getting down to us.  But, you know, it takes a minute.  Mm, mm, mm you know what instead of her, because I know she has things to do --  did y’all have a good weekend?

CHILD:  Yes ma’am.

MOTHER:  What did y’all do?

CHILD:  Went rabbit hunting.

MOTHER:  Ew gross.  Is that what’s on your pants?

CHILD:  Yes.  Went over to Milpills (ph), ate lunch, that sort of thing.

MOTHER:  Just regular stuff.

CHILD:  I caught four baby rabbits.  

MOTHER:  What do you do with them whenever you catch them?

CHILD:  Made a little home for them.  Uncle Eric’s (ph) gonna come buy them.
MOTHER:  Oh, I thought you meant shoot them.  I thought you said you went rabbit hunting. 

CHILD:  Yes we did, but after that we found this little hole of baby rabbits.

MOTHER:  Hang on just a second.  Hey, I need a little help.  Caleb -- I’m sorry.  Uh, I’ve got the kids across the street at Marissa’s, but I think she’s got something to do.  Can you come help, can you come and watch the kids because Caleb is filming everything and he’s got Parky in the truck and he says he’s free to go, but Parker is saying he’s not going to get out because he wants to live with him and I’ve got the cops on the way, but it’s gonna be a minute.  (Crying)  I’m sorry.  Okay, all right, thanks.
CHILD:  Who was that?

MOTHER:  Kev (ph) and Kristin (ph).  Anyway, so you made a place for the rabbits?

CHILD:  Um-hm.

MOTHER:  What kind of place did you make?

CHILD:  Grant’s (ph) cat kennel.  We just filled it full of hay so that they could burrow and stuff and put a bowl of water in there and a bowl of warm milk.  And the cat played in the sandbox.  She just slept in there.

MOTHER:  I didn’t even know that they drank milk.  (Sigh)  I really wish you would get out of the car and we can deal with this.  Look at me.  Will you please get out of the car and come home and let’s talk?  Please don’t make a police officer enforce this order, please do it.

CHILD:  Enforce what order?

MOTHER:  The court order that’s the visitation.  Please just do it.
CHILD:  What’s he going to do to me?

MOTHER:  I don’t know.  This has never happened before.

CHILD:  Exactly.

MOTHER:  Probably nothing.  Probably going to say hey it’s not his turn anymore, you need to get out of the car and go to your mom’s.  It’s not like he’s going to do anything bad to you, you’re a child.  Will you please come home?
CHILD:  I’d rather wait on the cops.

MOTHER:  Why?

CHILD:  I already told you why.  I don’t want to live here, always fighting.

MOTHER:  That’s not the reality of the situation Parker.

CHILD:  Then what is?

MOTHER:  The reality is being a teenager is hard and there is a lot of emotions going -- I mean your brain, your hormones, you’re taking a testosterone bath right now.  I mean it’s just hard.  It’s hard no matter where you are.  It’s just hard.  It’s hard to grow up.

CHILD:  I know.

MOTHER:  Why would you leave a family that loves you for a guy that lives in a shop that sees you 48 days out of the year?

CHILD:  Because we don’t fight.

MOTHER:  Because you don’t know him baby.

CHILD:  And you don’t know what’s going to happen.  You’ve never given it a chance ever.  You’ve never, ever given me a chance.

MOTHER:  You’re right.  You’re not going to yell at me.

CHILD:  You’ve only let us go there two 2-week periods out of the summer.

MOTHER:  It’s not that I’ve let you.  It was agreed.  He chose his visitation.

STEP-FATHER:  That wasn’t court ordered.  That was mediated.

MOTHER:  He chose it.  That is not a me thing, that’s a Caleb thing.

CHILD:  Okay then I want to go see a judge because right now I don’t trust anybody.

MOTHER:  But you don’t understand.

STEP-FATHER:  I can understand that.

CHILD:  What?  Then tell me what I’m not understanding.
MOTHER:  I can understand that you want to go talk to somebody and if you need help understanding the orders, I will gladly pay for that.  But what you don’t understand is you can’t tell him that he has to change his orders.  You can’t do that.
CHILD:  I’m not telling anyone anything.

FATHER:  I’m more than willing to go to the judge.

MOTHER:  If he wanted --
FATHER:  Let him talk to the judge.  I’m more than willing.

MOTHER:  -- if he wanted -- if he wanted you to live with him, he would have filed.  He would have gone to court.  He would have taken us to court.

CHILD:  You all did go to court.
FATHER:  It’s too expensive Candace (ph).  I can’t afford it.

MOTHER:  That’s just the way it is.  I’m sorry.
FATHER:  We could mutually work this out.  We can work this out.

MOTHER:  Well if you would quit donating all your money to your crazy marijuana causes or whatever you do now.

FATHER:  How do you know what I donate to?

MOTHER:  We live in Odessa.

FATHER:  Okay.

MOTHER:  I’m sure you know what I had for supper last night.

FATHER:  That’s not to say that I’m a hot topic.

MOTHER:  No you’re not a hot topic.  It’s just that you’re weird.

FATHER:  Of course I am, but I’m also willing to work with y’all or you.

MOTHER:  Well we’re willing to work with you too.  My child needs to get out of the car and we’ll work with you.

FATHER:  Let’s go to the judge.

MOTHER:  Okay.  You need to move that.

CHILD:  No.

MOTHER:  I’m your mother and you’re being ugly to me.  You know you’re being ugly to me.  I’m done.

CHILD:  So am I.

MOTHER:  Good.

CHILD:  Okay.

MOTHER:  You need to get your bottom in the house.

CHILD:  No.

MOTHER:  Yes.

STEP-FATHER:  If you need somebody to explain what all went on, that’s fine.  We can get somebody that you want to talk to to do that.

MOTHER:  And everybody can be present.

FATHER:  We’ll go to a judge.

STEP-FATHER:  I remember you asking me what all went on and we were telling you that it was hard to understand.

MOTHER:  It’s hard to understand.  It’s hard for us to understand sometimes how this all works.

CHILD:  Okay so y’all don’t fully understand.  Let’s go to a judge.

MOTHER:  No I do understand, it’s just a difficult subject matter.

CHILD:  Okay, we have time.
MOTHER:  We don’t have -- You can’t go to a judge right now on a Sunday afternoon bubba.  You can’t just say hey it’s just like this, this is a very not okay way of doing things.  You can’t just say hey court open up, I got a question.  It’s --
CHILD:  Okay well then let’s talk to the cop.  I’ll wait until they get here.

STEP-FATHER:  The cop doesn’t know anything about the orders.

MOTHER:  The cop doesn’t know anything about it.

CHILD:  Okay well then they shouldn’t be over here trying to get me out of this freaking truck if they don’t know one thing that’s happening.

STEP-FATHER:  They know what the orders say.

MOTHER:  You’re not going to yell.

CHILD:  Okay then you --
MOTHER:  You need to calm down.

CHILD:  -- you just went back on your words then.

STEP-FATHER:  No, it’s a law basically.

MOTHER:  He can enforce, but he wasn’t there.  He’s not somebody to interpret every little thing.  

CHILD:  Okay then he shouldn’t be enforcing anything.

MOTHER:  Well I don’t know what to tell you.

CHILD:  And don’t say that’s just the way it is.

STEP-FATHER:  Well it kind of is.  I know that you didn’t want to hear that, but the judge writes it down in this book right here and this book is law.  Anything that doesn’t get followed --
MOTHER:  And he signed and I signed it.

STEP-FATHER:  Anything does not get followed --

FATHER:  And we can mutually agree to mix it up anytime we want to.

STEP-FATHER:  -- is called contempt of court.

MOTHER:  You’re right, we can and had I -- and had you proven to be more -- they need their swimsuits and stuff.

CHILD:  How many people have y’all drug into this?

MOTHER:  Huh?

CHILD:  How many people have you all called?

MOTHER:  Well I’ve got four kids besides you that I need to make sure that they’re safe so I can devote all my attention on you and your temper tantrum that you’re having.  You don’t need to film my children.  You don’t need to film my husband or anything.  Why are you doing that?

FATHER:  It’s a public street, I’m in my own vehicle and I have every right to film whatever I want to.

MOTHER:  You’re so smart, you’re right.

FATHER:  I know, I do know my rights Candace.

MOTHER:  Well that’s good.  That’s a good thing.  I know mine too.  Come on let’s go.  

CHILD:  No.

MOTHER:  You don’t even know -- like this is the biggest day of your life and you don’t even know what you’re doing.

CHILD:  What’s the biggest day of my life?

MOTHER:  Oh my gosh Parker.

CHILD:  What.

MOTHER:  We were going to pull your Trans Am around in just a minute.  Your car is here.

CHILD:  Okay.

MOTHER:  Yay, we’re so excited to show you and film it.  Watch, watch, watch, don’t go.  Stay, wait.  All right come on.  Go get your swimsuits okay guys?  Go get your swimmy suits.  Don’t even worry about a towel, just go get your trunks, compression shorts.  Will you please get out of the car now?
CHILD:  No.

MOTHER:  Can we just talk about this like normal human beings?  This is not how families work.

CHILD:  No because we won’t talk, we’ll yell.

MOTHER:  We will.  Don’t yell.  The only person that has been yelling is you.

CHILD:  Because you’re not getting it and neither is he.  I don’t want to be here.

MOTHER:  This is what I’ve already talked to you about.  You say we yell all the time, it’s you.

CHILD:  No because --
MOTHER:  Calm down.  We can’t do anything.  We can’t work out anything if you’re hollering.  

CHILD:  I couldn’t -- we can’t ever work out anything anyways because he either walks off or you and me are yelling.

MOTHER:  No we’re not yelling.

CHILD:  Yes y’all are.

MOTHER:  Well give it another chance.

CHILD:  No.

MOTHER:  Don’t yell at me.

CHILD:  I won’t give you another chance if you won’t give me another chance.

MOTHER:  I’m giving you another chance right now.

CHILD:  No, not to get out of the car, to try this.

MOTHER:  You can’t try that, that’s not -- I don’t feel like that is an appropriate place for you Parker Kelly (ph).

CHILD:  Well I don’t feel like this is an appropriate place for me.

MOTHER:  Well dag gummit whenever you’re 18, you get to pick lots of things, but right now --
CHILD:  When I’m 14 or if I’m 12 I can pick things.

MOTHER:  No you can’t.

CHILD:  Yes I can because it says it in the law.

MOTHER:  It doesn’t say it in our orders.

CHILD:  Well --
MOTHER:  It’s not there.

CHILD:  Have you even read all the orders?

MOTHER:  Yeah I have babe.

CHILD:  Really.

MOTHER:  Yeah.

CHILD:  So you know everything it says, but it’s still confusing?
MOTHER:  Um I think the circumstances are confusing.

CHILD:  Yeah, you’re telling me.

MOTHER:  I don’t think that the orders are confusing.  They’re pretty cut and dry.  Why do you not want people to know?  Are you embarrassed?  Do you feel like this is --
CHILD:  About what?

MOTHER:  -- well I mean you’re like how many people are you going to involve in this.

CHILD:  I don’t care who all comes.  Go knock on every door.

MOTHER:  I don’t want to, I don’t need to.

CHILD:  I don’t care.

MOTHER:  Calm down.

CHILD:  No.

MOTHER:  This is not going to end the way you want it baby.

CHILD:  Yes it is.

MOTHER:  You’re making your life harder.

CHILD:  And you’re making your future harder.

MOTHER:  Why?

CHILD:  Because if you think this is the --
MOTHER:  Are you going to be ugly to me every day because I don’t let you go live with him?

CHILD:  No.

MOTHER:  Because that’s not who you are.

CHILD:  But if you think that I’m going to let my kids see you if I have kids or if you think this is the right way to have a long-term relationship with me, you’re sadly mistaken.

MOTHER:  Okay, well I will take my chances on doing what I think is right for you.  Raising you in an environment that I think is appropriate for you.  And if one day you find out that you don’t want to see me anymore, well by golly, that is your choice.

CHILD:  Okay.

MOTHER:  But I’m going to do my damndest, my very best, because I feel like that’s my job.  I’m not just going to well all right that one got to hard and he wanted to go live with the ex, so one down, four to go.  That’s not what this is.  That’s not real life, that’s not real family.  Oh, good they’re finally here.
